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Joe Isanako, Relaxed form 923022, 2022 
Ceramic clay, glaze, (Back side: medium, acrylic paint, super ball) 

H25.5 x W26.5 x D29.5cm / H10 x W10.4 x D11.6 inches 
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Press Release 
 
Sokyo Gallery (Kyoto) is pleased to present Joe Isanako’s solo exhibition, Amulet. 
 
Isanako's works are created through experimental and sincere communication with materials such 
as clay and glaze. Her works have been exhibited in various domestic and international exhibitions, 
and her activities have been expanding in recent years. This exhibition, her first solo show at Sokyo, 
will feature a total of 34 new ceramic works.  
 
The colorful and unique forms of Joe Isanako’s works, decorated with gold and silver leafing and 
mesh-like piping, are the result of her relentless exploration of materials. After completing graduate 
studies in ceramics at Tama Art University, Isanako held a duo exhibition at Sokyo in 2019. The 
exhibition featured works made with her unique technique of mixing clay with different materials 
such as metal, stone powder, fallen leaves, nuts, seawater, and shells, and then piping, stacking, 
and firing the granular clay. 
 
According to Isanako, the process of taking materials at face value while discovering and drawing 
out their unique characteristics is also about her journey as an artist discovering the unknown 
realms of herself. Through the nonverbal communication between an artist and her materials, 
Isanako’s works provide an answer to the question of how the artist accepts reality and what she 
relies on in the turbulent times of modern-day society. 
 
 
I believe that healing is some kind of an amulet for the soul. 
For me, my cat is a special amulet. 
I think everyone including you and I have an amulet—not necessarily a cat—in our souls. 
Depending on the person, it may be a family member, someone special, a pet, a flower or a 
specific view, a piece of clothing, an accessory, a food or snack, a sport, or an anime or video 
game. 
This amulet provides us with emotional support as we live our lives. 
 
−Joe Isanako 
 
 
 
According to the artist, all of her exhibited works with ear-like protrusions were inspired by the cats 
and plants she lives with. The shapes and gentle colors created by allowing the clay and glaze to 
heat and be pulled by gravity are connected to the "Relaxed form," which is the title of the work. 
They also remind us of the Japanese onomatopoeia, "guden" and "pechon," which evoke the 
relaxed appearance that she imagined before creating the pieces. 
 
We hope that through the works of Isanako, which are created by experimenting, discovering and 
bringing out the individuality of each material, you will ponder about the "amulets" that each of us 
holds in our hearts. 
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Joe Isanako 
 
Born in Tokyo in 1994. Currently lives and works in Hachioji, Tokyo, Japan. 
 
Education: Graduated from Tama Art University of Art, M.A. Facility of Art and Design, 
Department of Craft in 2018. Graduated from Tama Art University, B.A. Facility of Art and 
Design, Department of Craft, Section of Ceramic in 2016. 
 
Solo Exhibitions: Nonsense Ceramics, Vanilla Gallery, Tokyo, Japan (2018); khaos, Tama 
Art University Craft Building Gallery, Tokyo, Japan (2017); “Joe Isanako”, Exhibition of 
selected student of excellence at department of Ceramic, Glass and Metal, Tama Art 
University, Gallery Natsuka, Tokyo, Japan (2017); “We don’t need no words”, Exhibition of 
selected student of excellence at department of Ceramic, Glass and Metal, Tama Art 
University, Gallery Natsuka, Tokyo, Japan (2016) and etc.. 
 
Group Exhibitions: ART@DAIMARU, Daimaru Kyoto, Kyoto, Japan (2021); Design Miami 
2019, Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, FL., U.S.A. (2019); Contemporary 
Ceramic Art in Asia, HOMA, Seoul, Korea (2018); The 2nd Seto Toshiro Triennale, Seto City 
Art Museum, Aichi, Japan (2016); Kanagawa Art Exhibition, Kanagawa Kenmin Hall, 
Yokohama, Japan (2016, 2017, 2018); The 1st Next Generation Craft Exhibition, Kyoto 
Municipal Museum of Art Annex, Kyoto, Japan (2013) and etc.. 
 
Awards : Grand Prize, The Sixth Vanilla Gallery Award (2018); Commended, The 53th 
Kanagawa Art Exhibition, Craft Division (2017); Commended, The 2nd Seto Toshiro 
Triennale (2016); Art Scholarship Commemorative Award, The 52th Kanagawa Art Exhibition 
(2016); Commended, The 1st Next Generation Craft Exhibition (2013) and etc.. 
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